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Explorer Essay Rubric

Task:  Student will use information and notes from the “Explorers from Yesterday and Today” video segment and John Colter's biography to construct a well-written essay that compares and contrasts Tom Murphy’s Yellowstone experiences to those of John Colter.
	Criteria


	
	1

2

3

4

 Points

Supporting  Details Explain Challenges and Motivations
Included no specific facts/details to explain             less than three similarities and/or differences
Included few specific facts/details to explain         less than three similarities and/or differences
Included some specific facts/details to explain three similarities and  differences
Included many specific facts/details to explain three similarities and  differences
____

Essay Construction
Essay is disorganized  with no topic sentence and/or conclusion; no  transitions used to connect ideas
Essay is somewhat organized  with weak topic sentence and/or conclusion; few  transitions used to connect ideas
Well organized essay with general topic sentence and some transitions; conclusion sums up main idea in a general way
Extremely well-organized essay with clear topic sentence; several transitions  connect ideas; conclusion sums up main idea
____

Writing Process
Draft shows no evidence of editing and revising 
Draft shows little evidence of  editing and revising; the readability and flow of the essay show only minor improvement
Draft shows some evidence of  editing and revising that somewhat improves the readability and flow of the essay 
Draft shows strong evidence of  editing and revising that improves the readability and flow of the essay
____

Conventional Standards
4 or more errors in capitalization, usage,  spelling, or punctuation
Less than 4 errors in capitalization, usage,  spelling, or punctuation
Less than 3 errors in capitalization, usage,  spelling, or punctuation
No errors in capitalization, usage,  spelling, or punctuation 
____

Total Points:

Grade

1-4 pts. = D

5-9 pts. = C

10-13 pts. = B

14-16 pts. = A


	

	Teacher Comments:
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