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Planning a Budget 

Assessment Level B

A third grade teacher was grading papers and came to the following problem:

“Add the following amount of money:

$3 + $2.12 + $45 + $0.15 

One student gave the answer $9.77. 

The teacher knew this was the incorrect answer, but could not understand what the student had done wrong in solving the problem.  She kept studying it to figure out where the student had made the mistake. 

1. Find the correct answer to the problem.  

2. How do you think the student got the incorrect answer of $9.77? Explain the student’s mistake.
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