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Name: ________________________________
Date:   ________________________________


Shulayen Meaning of Words Text

Directions: Read the story below. After reading each passage, decide what each phrase means. Write the meaning on the lines below each section and give an explanation for the meaning of each phrase. 

Tanat, the Dog Spirit

There was once a fishing tribe that lived by the sea. In the tribe there was a small boy named Tanat. Tanat's father was a fisherman who loved the sea and all the life there. Many days before Tanat’s father went out to sea, he would say, “Tanat, can you imagine there are creatures that fly through the sea like birds fly through the air? I'll need strong nets to help me catch the shiny sea birds.”
Sea birds could mean ______________________________________

I think this because_________________________________________

Tanat's father and the other fishermen worked very hard, getting up every day before dawn to prepare for the day. And each day, Tanat carried the big nets down to the shore for his father while the men pushed their narrow boats out to sea.

While Tanat woke up early with his father and the other fishermen, the children of the tribe were still sleeping. When the fishermen where out to sea, the children ran up and down the shore, collecting shells is if they didn’t have a care in the world.  Tanat sat quietly repairing the nets. Tanat was different in other ways, too. Nearly all of the children in the tribe had dark hair.  Tanat had dark hair, too but he also had a big white patch on the left side of his head that looked like a spot. The other children often laughed at his spot and said only dogs have spots. But at night when the village was almost pitch black and the people saw a floating white cloud in the darkness they always knew it was Tanat! 

Floating white cloud could mean____________________________

I think this because________________________________________.

Tanat loved his father so much that when his father went out to sea, he sat in the same place all day, waiting for him to return. For these reasons the people in the tribe would say, "That boy acts like a dog. Look how he 
waits like a dog waits for a meal. Maybe Tanat has a dog spirit?" This made Tanat very sad but he waited for his father anyway.
Dog spirit could mean_____________________________________.

I think this because________________________________________.

One day, the sun suddenly went behind the clouds and the sky quickly turned gray. The sea became rough and choppy. The waves crashed upon the shore reaching the houses high on the sand. From a distance, Tanat could see his father and the other fishermen struggling to come back ashore in the midst of the fighting waters. 

Fighting waters could mean________________________________.

I think this because________________________________________.

Tanat saw that his father and the other fishermen were in trouble. He ran up and down the beach shouting for help. Soon the people came running. They threw long, heavy ropes to the men and slowly, slowly pulled them back onto the shore.  Tanat's father was very proud of his son.  He said, "Son, you are very watchful, patient and helpful. People say you have a spirit just like the dog. I know that makes you sad but perhaps they are right. The white patch in your hair helped me to see you standing far away in the darkness. You called upon the people to help pull us in. Never forget, dogs are great animals that often help people in difficult times."

From that day until today, Tanat's father and the other fishermen always have help from the boy with the dog spirit, but now he is now known as Tanat, the Dog! 

Does dog spirit have a different meaning here?__________________

Why or Why not? __________________________________________

________________________________________________________.
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