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Name: ________________________________

Date:   ________________________________


Improve Your School! Directions Handout
Directions:  You have the opportunity to improve your school. Give a speech to convince the class that they should support your idea for change.  Complete the question and read the guidelines below to help you gather ideas and organize your speech.
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2.  Ask other classmates how they feel about this issue.  You need to know and understand their opinions so you can reason with them and convince them to vote for your idea.

3. Place your ideas on a sheet of paper, and beneath each idea list the facts, figures or examples which help support it.

4. Appeal to the needs of your audience.  When writing your speech, make sure to include what’s in it for them.  Prove to them that they have something to gain by changing their opinions (if they disagree) and going with your idea.
5. Use your two strongest arguments first and last.  People are much more likely to remember arguments placed in this order.
6. Choose your words very carefully!  Remember that words convey feeling as well as meaning.  Select words your audience will react to positively.
1.  What is one thing you would like to do to improve your school? Remember that it should be something that can actually be   accomplished and that would benefit most of the students and/or the teachers.
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