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   Name:  ______________________________
Date:   ______________________________

The Sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis Narrative Directions

Write a narrative in which you use flashback to describe what happened when the U.S.S. Indianapolis was torpedoed, what you did when the ship began to sink and your fight for survival in the Philippine Sea before you were rescued.  Here are some additional points to guide you:

· You'll be taking on the point of view of L.D. Cox, a survivor of the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis.  That means you'll write the story in first person point of view, as though you are L.D. Cox.

· Use flashback to set the stage of the story.  First, you must set the stage to determine where and when the flashback will occur for L.D.  What brings on his memories of the event?  Next, you must remember that when a flashback occurs, you need to change the verb tense you use.  Flashbacks means the character goes back in time, so that part of the story should be told using present tense verbs.
· You may include dialogue.  If you are unsure of the rules for writing dialogue, check out this website http://mrbraiman.home.att.net/page13.html.

· Make sure your ending ties up loose ends.  Remember to bring the conflicts of the story to a resolution.  Did many of his friends go down with the ship or die in the ocean waiting to be rescued?  Did L.D. spend a long time in the hospital after he was rescued?  Refer to your organization chart to reflect on events that have already occurred.

· Include who, what, why, where, when, and how.  Do not list them as you would in a newspaper article, but be sure to include all this information so that your story has enough detail to interest the reader and make sense.

· Use imagery!  This means describing the senses of smell, touch, taste, sound, and a sense of time passing.  This will make your story more realistic and vivid.
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