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Name: ________________________________
Date:   ________________________________


What’s the Author’s Purpose?

Reading Passages 

1. Read the passage below.

 What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing it?
 ________________________________________________________________________
(to entertain, to describe, to inform, to persuade)

Explain your answer.


The Jack Russell Terrier was named after one of the great British fox hunters, Parson John Russell. The dogs were bred to be fox hunters. They are smaller than hound dogs, only about 13 or 14 inches tall and 13 to 17 pounds. Although smaller than other hunting dogs, they are physically strong and can go places larger dogs can not. Originally, their size was important because their main job was to chase foxes into their dens, to force them out, or to trap them underground. They demonstrate intelligence and they are fearless when they hunt. Jack Russell Terriers have big teeth, which help them dig and move roots out of the way when they trap a fox, but they do not use their teeth to kill the foxes. 

Jack Russell Terriers’ fur is white with tan or black and tan markings, usually on their heads and tails. Their fur is short and thick and protects them  when they dig and scratch underground to go after a fox. The have short, v-shaped ears on top of their heads that fold forward. If you’re thinking about getting a Jack Russell Terrier as a pet, they do have a dominant personality, so you would need to know how to handle dogs of that nature. They are also very energetic, so if you live in an apartment, this breed might not be right for you.

Information adapted from: Frampton, S., & Rugg, L. (2000, April). A true-to-form terrier. AKC Gazzette, pp. 40–45.

2. Read the passage below.

What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing it?

 _______________________________________________________________________
(to entertain, to describe, to inform, to persuade)

Explain your answer.

The Dog That Thinks She is a Cat
In February, 5 years ago, about midnight, my chocolate brown Labrador-mix puppy was born. She appeared to have stripes when she was born, so I named her Tiger. It never occurred to me that Tiger is a cat’s name! I think I must have jinxed her from the moment she was born. She is a dog that thinks she is a cat! No, she doesn’t meow like a cat — she barks and whines like a dog — but she does climb like a cat. We noticed she was different from her brothers and sisters almost immediately. Before she was 6 weeks old, she climbed out of a wading pool with 4-foot high sides. (Don’t worry it didn’t have water in it!) None of her sisters and brothers could do that. Tiger was talented! As she grew up, her talents only increased. We have a fenced-in yard, and no matter how high the fence, she manages to escape! She’s smart too. She never makes a run for it when we’re home. She watches until she sees our car leave the driveway and then she makes a run for it. By the time she was 4 years old, she was quite the escape artist (perhaps I should have named her David Copperfield or Houdini). One day, I decided to help my mom and dad try to discover how Tiger was getting out of our yard. I sat quietly at the living room window where Tiger could not see me. (You see, she always looks for us before she escapes.) Not 5 minutes after my dad drove down the driveway, there was Tiger, making her way up and over the fence. This was no ordinary 5- or 6-foot fence. Noooooo, this was a 12-foot wooden fence made out of lattice! Tiger is no small, lightweight dog; she is pure muscle and weighs 60 pounds. I watched as she stood on her hind legs, reached as high as she could and put her front paws in the holes in the 
lattice. Then she pulled herself up and put her hind feet in the lattice. Little by little, she put first one front foot and then the other a little higher up and 
pulled her back feet up. In just a few seconds, she was to the top of the fence (which is only about 3 inches wide). She perched on top of the fence for a few seconds and then jumped down to the other side. And yes, you guessed it, she landed on her feet, just like a cat! What an amazing dog — or perhaps she’s a dog disguised as a cat! I wonder what she would have done if I had named her Lady Bird?

3. Read the paragraph below.
    What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing it? 

______________________________________________

    (to entertain, to describe, to inform, to persuade)

Explain your answer.

If you’re looking for a dog, check out the animal shelter. They have full-grown dogs and puppies, mixed breeds, and purebred dogs too. About 25%–30% of dogs in animal shelters are pure breeds. 

Animals end up in shelters for many reasons. Sometimes people get dogs when they’re young and cute, but don’t think about what the dogs will be like when they’re grown. Some people don’t realize how much it costs to feed and keep a pet healthy. Others don’t realize how much time it takes to take good care of their pets. Sometimes people have to move and can not have animals in their new apartments or houses. Other times, dogs may get lost and the dogs are taken to shelters. When any of these things happen, animals often end up in a shelter. 

When a dog is taken to a shelter, typically the staff finds out as much information from the owner as they can. They also examine the dog to make sure it’s healthy. The staff also learns about the animals while they are in the shelter. Knowing something about the dog before you adopt it is important to make sure you and the dog are a good match. Also, typically it’s less expensive to get a dog from a shelter than from a breeder. 

Information adapted from: “Adopting from an Animal Shelter” 
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