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Name: ________________________________

Date:   ________________________________


The Injured Otter Narrative Directions

For this assignment, you will be choosing a viewpoint of the young injured otter, the filmmaker or an animal behaviorist.  You will be writing a narrative in which you describe what has happened so far and what you predict will happen to the otter after the video segment stops.  Does the coyote attack the otter?  Does he steal the otter’s fish?  Is the otter reunited with his family?  These are all questions to consider as you create the ending to “The Injured Otter” story.  Here are some additional points to guide you:

Remember to write the story in first person point of view.
· If you choose to take on the point of view of the otter, you may personify the otter.  Give the otter human qualities.  For instance, is he lonely without his family?  Is he afraid that another animal will attack him?  Is he getting hungry and cold?  Don’t just describe the otter’s actions—describe how he feels as well.

· You may include dialogue.  What does he say when he calls out to his family as they swim away?  Will he communicate with the coyote?  If you are unsure of the rules for writing dialogues, check out this website http://mrbraiman.home.att.net/page13.html.
· Make sure your ending ties up loose ends.  Remember to bring the conflicts of the story to a resolution.  Does the otter escape the coyote?  Does his injured foot heal?  Is he reunited with his family, or does he receive some sort of help, possibly from another animal?  Refer to your organization chart to reflect on events that have already occurred.

· Include who, what, why, where, when, and how.  Do not list them as you would in a newspaper article, but be sure to include all this information so that your story ending has enough detail to interest the reader and make sense.
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