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Name: ________________________________
Date:   ________________________________


Sapelo Character Motivation

Writing Your Poem


Write a free-verse poem that paints an image of the people of Sapelo Island in Georgia both historically and today. Incorporate your Character Motivation Notes.


Your poem should meet each of the following criteria but not necessarily in this order. Be creative.

1. Describe the people of Sapelo Island (the Gullah/Geechee) and their social and cultural environment.

2. Explain what motivates them to sustain the music and culture of the island.

3. Include a stanza in which you flash back to the history of the people as slaves and their music.

4. Include two or three similes in the poem.

5. Use imagery and precise vocabulary to make readers of your poem see, taste, feel, smell, and hear the characters, music, and environment.

Reading Your Poem


You will read your poem to the class. Here are some tips for an effective reading:

1. Prepare ahead of time by practicing several times. You may even want to memorize parts of the poem so you can maintain eye contact for extended lengths of time. This helps listeners by engaging them in your reading and your feelings.

2. Adjust your speed to the meaning of what you are saying. In some parts of your poem it may be effective to slow down or pause. In others, you might want to speed up. 

3. Use appropriate inflection and intonation to emphasize certain words in a phrase. Inflection is the expression in your voice. Which words do you emphasize? Is the pitch in your voice high or low? 
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