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Name: ________________________________

Date:   ________________________________


Directions: Read the following paragraphs about worms. Underline the facts and circle the opinions.

Worms: Helpful Creatures for the Environment
Worms are beneficial to the earth but they are good pets too! They have their own personalities. Some of them are spunky and others are shy but all worms are fun, slimy creatures.
Worms help the soil. When they crawl around, they aerate (let air into) the soil and provide better drainage. When it rains, the water does not run off the top of the ground. Instead, it goes down into the soil. Worms eat dirt, dead leaves, and even the remains of dead animals.

When they go to the bathroom, their feces (poop) is full of nutrients. Would you believe that worm castings (poop) is a good fertilizer for plants? The more worms there are in the soil, the healthier the soil is. Healthy soil is light and moist and crumbly.
By now you can tell that worms are good for growing flowers and vegetables. How can you attract worms to your garden? Fruit pulp is like candy to worms. Place it around the plants you need to fertilize. Worms are attracted to the pulp, just like many children are attracted to candy! When the worms come to live and eat where you put fruit pulp, they leave their castings, which are rich fertilizer. Plants in this area will become lush.
There are different kinds of worms. Because they like the sun, red wrigglers live in the leafy part of the ground. They eat organic matter. Night crawlers dig deep into the ground and hibernate there because they would die if they got too cold.
Worms have heads and tails, but how can you tell which end is which? Look for the band around a worm. The end that is closer to the band is the head. This band is called the clitellum. This is where the worm reproduces. Worms reproduce quickly. One egg contains up to 5 babies.

It’s fascinating to watch worms hatch from a cocoon!
Although worms seem like disgusting creatures, they do have a special role (or job) in the environment, just like all organisms. Worms are not gross creatures; they help keep the environment healthy.
Even though worms contribute much to the world, it’s dangerous to be a worm. Birds eat them and other animals eat worms too. Humans are also enemies of worms. If you’re a fisherman, you should not use worms as bait. They are too useful to the environment to dig up and put on a hook.
(2006 Educational Broadcasting Corp.


[image: image2.emf]_1384691152.psd

