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Finding a Recurring Theme

Definitions

A theme is the underlying meaning in a story. It is more than the main idea or topic of the story, though. It states an opinion about the topic.

A recurring theme is a theme that is repeated from one story to another. 

Tips for Identifying the Theme of a Story

Tip #1: The Reader (You)


Sometimes your feelings are a clue to the theme because you have an opinion about the story. So, ask yourself: 

How does this story make me feel? 

Tip #2: The Main Characters

The author may state the theme by what the main characters say and do. So, ask yourself these questions: 

How do the main characters feel?

What thoughts do the main characters repeat?

What do the main characters learn in the story?

What do the main characters do and say that suggest a theme?

Tip #3: The Author


Pretend you are the author of the story. Ask yourself:



What is the topic of the story?



What do I think the author's opinion about the topic is?
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