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Identifying Different Perspectives: Drums


In this activity, you will learn how to identify various perspectives in a text. Here are some helpful definitions and strategies to try.


A perspective is a way of seeing things. You have a certain perspective based on your point of view, what you know, what you don't know, what you've experienced, and your thoughts or feelings about something.


A social perspective looks at people's values and ideas, their behaviors, and their interactions with others. If you were looking for a social perspective in a text, you might ask yourself



What do the characters value?



How do characters interact with each other?



What relationships exist among characters?


A cultural perspective looks at the traditions, civilization, and customs. It is the routine we have in our lives that we usually just take for granted. If you were looking for a cultural perspective in a text, you might ask yourself



What traditions are presented?



What are the routines experienced?



What customs are represented?


An ethnic perspective looks at the origin, history, or characteristics of a specific group of people that shares a common culture. If you were looking for an ethnic perspective in a text, you might ask yourself

Is a certain group of people with common traditions represented?



What are the origin, history, and characteristics of this group



of people?



Do the origin, history, or characteristics of this group influence



what is happening in the text?


A historic perspective looks at the past or the influence of the past on people or events. If you were looking for a historical perspective in a text, you might ask yourself



What happened in the past?

How does what happened in the past influence what is going on in the text now?
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