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Sizing Up Spout
Answer Key
Handout 1: “Estimating Spout’s Height”

The building is about the same height as Spout.  One floor of the building is about the same as 1 ½ Glowlas.  Students may also say that the building is about the same as 9 Glowlas (with each floor being about 1 ½ Glowlas) or about the same as 10 Glowlas, with each floor being a little more than 1 ½ Glowlas.  


1. Spout is about 9 (or 10) Glowlas tall, or about 18 (or 20) cybermeters. 


2. Since Glowla is 2 cybermeters tall, 3 of her would be 6 cybermeters tall.  From Part 1, we know that the building is about 18 cybermeters tall, and therefore each of the 6 floors is about 3 cybermeters tall.  So 3 Glowlas measures two floors of the building. 

3. 9 Glowlas

Assessment Level A

1. Cybergator lengths are: 

A: 14 feet long (7  sidewalk sections)

B:   7 feet long (3  sidewalk sections)


C: 11 feet long (6  sidewalk sections)

D:  6  feet long (3  sidewalk sections)

Assessment Level B

1.  The Cybergators’ lengths are: 
A: 80 inches







B:  64 inches







C: 36 inches







D: 96 inches

2.  Student strategies will vary.  Two common approaches are:

a) Some will likely count individual spaces, multiply by 8, then count the pickets, multiply by 4, then add the total length of spaces to total length of pickets.  


b) Some may recognize that a space + picket is a 1-ft. unit, and simply count the number of (space+picket) units, multiply by 12 (inches) and add any additional space or picket.  Alternatively, a student might count the 12 inch units and subtract a space or picket to get their answer.
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