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 “Measuring Object Length on a Number Line”
Answer Key
Handout 1:  “Measuring Objects”

Part I

1. 5 units

2. 9 units

3. 9 – 0 = 9 units

Part II
1. Answers will vary so judge the appropriateness of student responses. Some possible correct responses include: 

a. Lay the car down on the ruler and count the actual spaces (not the tick marks) that the car covers. Note that counting the tick marks is a common children’s misconception, and you may wish to illustrate for them why this does not work.


b. Use the number sentence strategy b – a to determine the length where b is the tick mark at which the car ends on the ruler (the right end) and a is the tick mark where the car begins on the ruler (the left end).

2. 5 – 1 = 4 units

3. 8 – 3 = 5 units

4. 10 – 3 = 7 units

Part III

1. ½ – 0 = ½ inch

2. 2½ – ½ = 2 inches

3. 3 – 1½ = 1 ½ inches

4. 4½ – 2 = 2 ½ inches

5. 3¼ – ½ = 2 ¾ inches

Assessment A

1. 3 – 0 = 3 inches

2. 5 – 3 = 2 inches

3. 4½ – 1½ = 3 inches

4. 3½ – ¾ = 2 ¾ inches

5. 4 – ¼ = 3 ¾ inches

Assessment B

1. 4 – 2 = 2 inches

2. 3 ¼  –  ¼ = 3 inches

3. 4 ¾  –  1 ½ = 3 ¼ inches

4. 4 1/8 – 0 = 4 1/8 inches

5. 3 1/8 – 1 1/8 = 2 inches
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